Parshah with the Dean
10/1/2009

Introduction to Sefer Bereishit (the Book of Genesis)
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Joshua Chapter 10

M) OP2-TY ,THY N2 UNYD DT X 13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until
i) -199-53_, ;12N N’D'-Nba"ﬁ’;lz'N the nation had avenged themselves of their enemies. Is

‘ . foany . not this written in the book of Jashar? And the sun
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.OP OV down about a whole day.

2 Samuel Chapter 1

"JQN\?-‘J)_) ,INGD NYPD-NN,TIT P2 ¥ 17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul
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Talmud - Mas. Avodah Zarah 25a

[The same Rabbis also discuss the following:] And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed until the
nation had avenged themselves of their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jashar. What is the
book of Jashar? — Said R. Hiyya b. Abba in the name of R. Johanan: It is the book of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, who are designated as righteous, as it is said, Let me die the death of the righteous: And
where is this incident hinted at [in Genesis]? — And his seed shall fill the nations: When shall [Ephraim's
fame] reach the nations? When the sun shall stand still for Joshua.

...And he bade them teach the Children of Judah [to handle] the bow, behold it is written in the Book of
Jashar. Which is the Book of Jashar? — Said R. Hiyya b. Abba in the name of R. Johanan: It is the book
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who are designated as righteous and of whom Scripture says, Let me die
the death of the righteous and let my last end be like his. And where is this fact referred to? — Judah,
thee shall thy brethren praise; thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies; what kind of fighting
requires the aiming of the hand at the [enemy's neck]? Surely, archery.
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Bamidbar - Numbers - Chapter 23

5. The Lord placed something into Balaam's mouth, and He
said, "Return to Balak and say as follows."

6. When he returned, Balak was standing next to his burnt
offering, he and all the Moabite dignitaries.

7. He took up his parable and said, "Balak the king of Moab
has brought me from Aram, from the mountains of the east

[saying], 'Come, curse Jacob for me and come invoke wrath
against Israel.'

8. How can | curse whom God has not cursed, and how can |
invoke wrath if the Lord has not been angered?

9. For from their beginning, | see them as mountain peaks,
and | behold them as hills; it is a nation that will dwell alone,
and will not be reckoned among the nations.

10. Who counted the dust of Jacob or the number of a fourth
of [or, of the seed of] Israel? May my soul die the death of the
upright and let my end be like his."

Devarim - Deuteronomy - Chapter 32

1. Listen, O heavens, and | will speak! And let the earth hear
the words of my mouth!

2. My lesson will drip like rain; my word will flow like dew; like
storm winds on vegetation and like raindrops on grass.

3. When | call out the name of the Lord, ascribe greatness to
our God.

4. The deeds of the [Mighty] Rock are perfect, for all His ways
are just; a faithful God, without injustice He is righteous and
upright.

5. Destruction is not His; it is His children's defect you crooked
and twisted generation.

6. Is this how you repay the Lord, you disgraceful, unwise
people?! Is He not your Father, your Master? He has made
you and established you.
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Ha’amek Davar Deuteronomy 32:5
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Talmud - Mas. Yoma 9b

Why was the first Sanctuary destroyed? Because of three [evil] things which prevailed there: idolatry,
immorality, bloodshed...

But why was the second Sanctuary destroyed, seeing that in its time they were occupying themselves
with Torah, [observance of] precepts, and the practice of charity? Because therein prevailed hatred
without cause. That teaches you that groundless hatred is considered as of even gravity with the three
sins of idolatry, immorality, and bloodshed together.

Responsa Meshiv Davar, 1:44
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And the editor has instructed and advised that we guard ourselves from this generation and separate
ourselves [from the non-observant] completely — as Abraham separated from Lot. With all due respect to
the editor, | contend that such advice is like a dagger through the heart of our people and its future. After
all, when we were sovereign on our own land, the Second Temple was destroyed and the Jews were
exiled due to the conflict between the Sadducees and Pharisees and significant unwarranted bloodshed
resulted from their baseless hatred. For they would see a Pharisee being unscrupulous in his observance
of a particular [religious] matter and would judge him to be a Sadducee though he wasn’t one at all. And
as a result errant bloodshed, in the name of Mitzvot, grew... And it is not far-fetched to think that this can
occur today. It might appear to a member of Mahazikei Ha-Dat that someone is not following his way of
worshiping God and he will then judge him to be a heretic and separate from him. They will then pursue
each other under the mistaken impression that such is justified, God forbid, and the entire nation of God
would be wiped out, God forbid, even if we were sovereign in our own land. All the more so now that we
are captives in the Diaspora. . . .
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